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Hurley and the Lord Keeper (Harcourt), apparently as
t.hoy were to be the distributors of the patronage; but it
included St. John and several lending ministers, llarloy's
son and son-in-law, and Jlarcourt's won; whilst literature
was ropreseuted by Bwiffc, ArbuUmot, Prior, and Friend, all
of whom wore more or less actively employed by the min-
istry. The club wan, therefore, composed of the ministry
and their dependents, though it had not avowedly a politi-
cal colouring. It dined on Thursday during the parlia-
mentary soHsion, when the political squibs of the day were
often laid on the table, including Swift's famous Windsor
Prophecy, and subscriptions wore sometimes collected for
such men at* Diaper and Harrison* It flourished, however,
for little more than the first season. In the winter of
l7li3-'UJ it began to suffer from the common disease of
such institutions. Swift began to complain bitterly of the
extravagance of the charges. He gets the club to leave
a tavern in which tho bill1 " for four dishes and four, first
and second course, without wine and drink,'7 had been
$ll. (to, Hrf. The number of guestH, it soema, was fourteen.
Next winter tho charges are divided. " It cost me nine-
toon shillings to-day for my club dinner," notes Swift, De-
cember IB, 171 & " I don't like it" Swift had a high
value for every one of tho nineteen shillings, The meet-
ings became irregular: Hurley was ready to give promises,
but no patronage; and Swift's attendance falls off. Indeed,
it may be noted that ho found dinners and suppers full of
danger to IUH health* He constantly complains of their

wcsro of tho famous twelve); and tlia oommonertt are Swift, Sir JL
Raymond, Jack Hill, Dtowsy, Hit W, Wyndham, Bt, John, Prior, Friend,
Arbuthnot,Harloy (non of Lord Oxford), ami Ilaroourt (son
Haroourt).
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